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Universal Setup

After completing the Initial Program Setup, use this page to have a step-by-step
instructional guide for each contest WriteLog supports. If you are an experienced
WriteLog user, you can use the top section of this page to check off your steps in one
easy place. If you are newer to WriteLog, you can click on each of the steps and be
automatically taken to the explanation portion of that step, including screen shots.

Please note that there are many screen prints on this page. It will take a while (up to
three minutes on a 56K modem) to download.

Aiming toward simplicity, each section reflects one segment of the toolbar along the top
of the WriteLog program, moving from left to right. Complete each segment of the
toolbar, move to the next, and you'll have WriteLog set up in no time for your contest!

File Edit View Entry Radio Bands Setup Tools Contest Window Help

File
Entry
. (Multi-Op only)
Radios
. (Multi-Op, SO2R, or RTTY Dual Receive only)
Setup
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. (also PSK, using RTTY format)
. (for CW contests)
. (yes/no switch; SO2R and Multi-Op only)
. (two or more PC's on a network only)
. (select Master.dta file)
Tools
. (CW, RTTY, and SSB)
. (use a window configuration from a previous contest)
. (use a previous contest log to get exchange

information - perfect for Sweepstakes contests...)

Contest

Window

. For 10-minute and band change per hour tracking
. Check and place appropriate windows for the contest

Now for the specifics:

Open New Contest and Save

To repeat from the initial program setup page, here's how you open the program and
select a new contest:
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First, click on the WriteLog icon on your desktop or start WriteLog from the Start menu.
You will be presented with a screen that looks something like this (understanding that if
this is the first time you have used the program the ‘recently used' files part of the
screen will be blank):

Copyright ® 1992-2004 by Wawne E. Whight, WhxD

wiriteLog Version 10,450, January, 2004
Eecenthy used.. -
CA ontestTest Files\SSB\CO WA SSB TEST wi Fegistered ta: K1Y
Chhamicontest Test ARRL 556wl

CAUMVARRL Sweepstakesh\ @001 2001 S58 wl

ChAWMERL 558 2003WARREL 558 2003 15-160 wl

Ch. WPK RTTY20024K9.0Y RTTY WPX 2002wl
ChharycontesthTest ARBL S5B Metworked wl Start & new log..

Erowse for existing log...

Open recently used

Cancel

For a new contest, select 'Start a new log.' Once the program is open, the WriteLog
Contest Selection dialog box will open. Click on the contest you will be operating:

WriteLog Contest Selection

10-10 QS0 Party P
All A=ia (in A=ia)

All Azia (outzide Azia)

AMNARTS RTTY Contest

ARRL 10m Contest

ARRL 180m Contest

ARRL DX Contest

ARRL DX Conte=st (outzide WNE)
ARRL Field Day

ARRBL MNovember Sweepstakes
ARRL RTTY Round Up i

Custom... 0] Cancel 1 Help I
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At this point, your screen will be the default WriteLog screens or the screens from the
latest contest you have worked. Now you want to save your file. To do so, using
standard Windows toolbar processes, go to the upper left corner and click on 'File|Save
as..' at which point you will be presented with the Save As screen as shown below:

Save Copy As

Save jn: | ) ARRL 558 2003

'@ ARRL S5B 2003 15-160.wl

File name:  [LRAL 558 2003 15-160.wl Save

Save as twpe: |WriteLDg Yerzion 3 or later. [*.wl) L] Cancel

Using standard Windows processes, find your folder in which you want to save your file,
type in the name of the file in the 'File name' field (please follow the guidelines of your
contest sponsor) and then click on 'Save.’

Note that the positioning of the windows and the types of windows will vary with every
contester. What will be shown here are my preferences which, most likely, will not be
your preferences. To learn how to move windows around in WriteLog, check the Help file
and select the file named 'Arranging the Windows."' Or, you can check out

on the K9JY site.
Establish Operator Field in Log

This option in WriteLog is used for Multi-Operator environments and serves two very
useful purposes:

First, by establishing the Operator field in the log, the station owner or contest manager
for the multi-operator contest will be able to see individual UBN's off the UBN reports
generated by the contest sponsor. This is highly useful information for both the individual
operator as well as the station manager.

Second, in an SSB contest using the Sound Board as the contest Digital Voice Keyer,
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each individual operator can record their own message files - in their own personal order
preference associated with the function keys - and when the Operator logs on to operate,
WriteLog will automatically switch the wave files to that operator.

So if K9JY is an operator and records "73 K9JY" on the F3 function key and WE9V records
"QSL Your 59 lllinois" on the F3 function key, when WE9V logs on as the operator he will
get his voice and the exchange message sent when he presses F3.

In a highly simplified screen, select the Operator Field here:

=g Radio Bands Setup Tools

Set Split

Send Call and Exch

Send QRZ and ENTER.

Clear Q50 F11
Clear Field

rorce Letiers HITT
Enter sends exch/QRZ
Enter in free form

ol P = ) o
r=1 =" =l
L — =

Send Packet Spot... Alt+F3
Grab Padket Spot... Alt+F4
Mext Bandmap Entry k

=TT i1 | | K17
ML (L L '

Add to Band Map

Timed CQ...

== =1

airk (2= Fall | gl
L i | B PR

Change Operators...
Make a sked...

When you click on this field, a dialog box pops up:

WriteLog

“ . Operator changes can't be logged until
. there is an QPERATOR column in the
logboolk,

Wiould wou like to add an OPERATOR column now?

¥es Mo

.................................
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Clicking on Yes yields another dialog box where you input each operator's call for the
contest:

Operator §|

e

ak.

Cancel

By entering the call in this dialog box, WriteLog will make a subdirectory for the operator
to be available for WAV files.

NOTE: You must first tell WriteLog where the .wav files are located so that the operator
entries will be saved. This is done in 'Setup.’

When it's time to actually change operators during the contest, the operator follows this
same procedure and will just be presented the Operator dialog box shown above. Click on
the correct call and click on OK and the call will now be recorded in the log.

You can delete Operators from this list by going to your WriteLog default WAV file
location found in the 'Wave File Locate’ button in the Ports dialog window and deleting
the operator's folder from the directory.

Edit Number of Radios

This option relates to how many radios are connected to this computer. So in multi-op
environments, there is typically only one radio connected to the PC. Single operators,
however, can have one or more radios connected to the single PC. WriteLog supports four
radios connected to one PC, but most users will select one or two radios for this option.
The screen looks like this:
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MEands Setup Tools Contest Window |
Headphones Split

v Headphones Mormal
Headphones Split Toggle
Headphones Latch Ctrl+X
Headphones Reverse Toggle

Tune

Activate this Radio Y RC
v This Window is Radio Left
This Window is Radio Right —
This Window is Run (A) Radio -
This Window is Mult (B) Radio I

v 1

ii Front Panel K 2

T oI 3

12 39 H 40M My
13 Fill TAM Ml

Click on the number of radios connected to your PC. Also note the check by 'This Window
is Radio Left." You need to check either left or right (start by checking Left) so that the
sound card works properly with WriteLog. NOTE: in some SO1R/SO2R configurations, you
will also need to click on 'Activate this Radio' as being able to change CW speeds or using
the Escape key correctly. Users with Kenwood radios and the W5XD computer have
reported this.

Exception: There is always an exception, right? For RTTY contests where you want to
have two TNC's decoding but you are only using one radio with the one PC, you need to
check '2' radios here so that WriteLog knows it can open two Rttyrite programs. Don,
AA5AU, has an excellent site showing how to use two receive TNC's with one radio at

Designate Radio for Multi-Single/Multi-Two Stations

If you use the Band Changes window (found on the Toolbar under Windows|Band
Changes), you will need to designate which radio will perform the appropriate role in the
contest. The screen looks like this:
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= Bands Setup Tools Contest W

Activate this Radio

v This Window is Radio Left
This Window is Radio Right
This Window is Run (A) Radio

This Window is Mult (B) Radio

Mumber of Radios »
] Front Panel [

This option is useful in two situations:

1. Ten-minute rule, usually in Multi-single. The operator MUST designate the current
Radio as the Run radio or the Mult radio. If your station setup is simply two radios with
one used for running all the time and another used for the Multiplier station all the time,
set each computer to the appropriate role and you are done. However, if you have
multiple radios changing roles during the contest (e.g., four radios in a M/S
environment), then each time the role changes, this Run/Mult designation MUST be made
for the Band Change window to operate properly and to show the correct radio in the log.
Before logging a QSO, the operator MUST designate the radio as Run or Mult.

2. Band Changes per hour, usually in Multi-two. 'This Window is Run (A) Radio’
corresponds to Radio 'A’' corresponds to Radio One. 'This Window is Mult (B) Radio'
corresponds to Radio Two. If your station setup is simply two radios, designate one as
‘Run (A)' and one as 'Mult (B)'. However, if you have multiple radios changing roles
during the contest (e.g., four radios in a M/2 environment), then each time the role
changes, this 'Run (A)/Mult (B)' designation MUST be made for the Band Change window
to operate properly and to show the correct radio in the log. Before logging a QSO, the
operator MUST designate the radio as 'Run (A)' or ‘Mult (B)."

Ports

This section tells WriteLog where all your stuff is connected. Rig control, PTT, Wave file
locations, DVK types, etc. It's an important screen and can be found here:
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Tools Contest  Window  Help

Display Farmat...

W RTTYS5E messages. ..

W Decoder, .

Sork ordering and serial numbers. ..
Log which radio makes the Q50

Reqisker to accept network connections. ..
Link ko Metwork., .

Metwork Display Mame. ..

Disconneck Mebwiork,

RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- Firsk one wins
RTTY Single Tx Lockouk -- Last one wins

areat Circle, .

Log Window Fantk. ..
Enkry Window Font...
Band Summary. ..
Super Check Partial. ..

Sawve Configuration. ..

Once you click on Ports, the following dialog box opens:
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Port Setup--What is Connected?

W DVH: Antenna Rig Type Baud Hate Poll Comm PTT
- reay -
comi | O vaesuFT-1kMP v ||auTo »| M |vEs =
comz | Mo Rig ~||avro | ¥ [vEs
com3 | O No Rig w||avto »| ¥ [ves ]
coms | © | | No Rig r||avto | ' [vEs =]
e (O | | F ™| DVKtype- ™
—— I r " NA interface
! fre=— {* Windows sound board Cancel
Pr3 | © = 4
" WOXT interface
{ | & |
{" Mone s
L d L | L
¥  Allmode PTT on CW port RTS  — CW keyer type
— Wave File Locate. ..
— Rotator control on COM port |
. | | |old wixd keyer
Left {or onhy) Ri o
Left( Iy} Rig |None = DCu-1 -:5 AEA PK.232 CW Speeds...
: : { | | w3xd multi+=mk1100
Right Rig Mone il DCU-1 it | CW PTT

There are several items to fill in here:

. Your radio and Comm port. This is used by WriteLog to control your rig. With rig
control, for example, you can click on a packet spot and WriteLog will automatically
move your radio to the frequency specified in the packet spot. In my case, | have a
Yaesu FT-1000MP connected on Comm 1. So the rig is selected by the drop down
menu, the baud rate is auto (the pull down selection can pull specific baud rates),
we want that Comm port polled (so the frequency and other features work with the
PC), and we're saying that PTT can be done on this port as well. You will need to
check your radio's serial port connection in your radio manual to make sure the
speeds match.

. Your method of sending CW and Comm Port. In my case, | have the PC be the
keyer for the CW. | have a serial cable to perform my CW sending. So check your
correct port in the first column for CW and highlight something out of the 'CW
keyer type' to match your equipment.

. Your DVK type. | utilize the sound board from the computer and Wave files for
sending voice messages.

. Your rotor controls are also controlled from COM ports.

. If you want to set up your sound card with your radio and WriteLog, you can also
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check out the section on the K9JY site. There is also a section on
under the Support section.

Following this process will sometimes still not provide you with Rig Control. If this is the
case, click 'Bands' on the Toolbar and select 'Set Frequency & Mode...". Doing so will

produce the following dialog box:

Logging/Duping Frequency for the current Entry Window |E|
Select freguency:

=elect mode:
" LsB " UsB o+ o KHz
~ ~ e 1800 | R
EM £ Pl 3500 ;
. 7000 — Cancel
izommand rig to selected 14000 w |
=et i
frequency and mode nowy Help

Howy zhould the Entry svindosy knosy on wwhich band to dupe?

Log the frequency of GS0s |rig on SOk j

'|Manual entry |:

Note at the bottom where it says 'Log the frequency of QSO's.' The drop down menu
needs to match the Com port you selected in the Port dialog box. If you have selected a
Com port and see 'Manual entry’ in this field, changing it will fix the problem.

SSB Wave File Locate

Clicking on the '"Wave File Locate' button to tell WriteLog the location of your SSB wav
files. Mine are located in the ‘WaveFile' subdirectory in WriteLog as shown here:
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Choose any WAV file in the directory
) WaveFiles :_J i 5 -
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b Hetwurk File: name: - Qpen
Flaces

Files of bupe: WAVE files [ wav) Cancel

Note two items: first, a wav file MUST already be in the subdirectory. Notice on the top of
the tool bar where it asks 'Choose any WAV file in the directory." Without a wav file in the
directory, you can't click on one! Click on a wav file and then click on Open.

Second, notice the operator folders to the left. If you are in a multi environment and
have established operators as shown earlier, this is where the wav files for those
operators are located.

CW Speeds

This table establishes the CW speeds sent by WriteLog. Clicking on the 'CW Speeds'
button produces the following dialog box:

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Setti ngs/ Scot%20Herrick/M ...ntsYMy%20Webs/K 9JY /Universal_Setup/universal _setup.htm (12 of 44)6/9/2005 12:28:18



Universal Setup

CW Speeds E|
— W Speeds WM aK
18 [ [ [
LCancel
20 (R 27 (= (.G
I Defaultz
|22 23 |32 |3 Fesel

[24 o [33 40

These are the speeds stored in my program. Once acceptable, click on 'OK." When in the
WriteLog program and contesting, the CW speeds are incremented and decremented by
the 'Page Up' and 'Page Down' buttons on your PC. The increment the CW speed changes
to is determined from your entries in this CW Speeds box.

The default speed that WriteLog uses upon opening the program for a CW contest is the
value in the cell at the top of column 3. As shown in the screen print above, 30 WPM.

CW PTT

This dialog box tells WriteLog where to provide Push-to-Talk for sending automated
messages. Clicking on the 'CW PTT" button reveals the following dialog box:

CW PTT Setup [’5__<|
ETT Contral [Cw rode DMLY ak.
" MNone [e.g. BSK] Cania

" Command rig on COM port
& 0 LPT pin 16/C0MM RTS:

FTT to Cw delaw: ||J MEEc

Two notes here. First, where mine is checked, the PTT is on the serial port. It is a dual
selection - on LPT pin 16 if you have LPT keying or on the Comm RTS line on the Comm
port.
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Second, with some serial keying, especially on faster PC's, WriteLog may sound like it is
stuttering when sending CW. Adding in 50 milliseconds delay in the 'PTT to CW delay’
field solves that issue.

CW/RTTY/SSB Messages

You access the automated messages here:

Tools Contest  wWindow  Help

Ports...
Display Format. ..

CWIRTTY[SSE messages. ..

-_—

i Decoder, ..
Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..
Log which radio makes the Q50

Reqgisker to accept network connections. ..
Link to Metwork, ..
Metwork Display Mame. ..

Disconneck Mebwiork,

RTTY Single Tx Lockouk -- Firsk one wins

RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- Last one wins

iareat Circle. .

Log ‘Window Fonk, .
Enkry Window Font...
Band Surimary. ..
supet Check Partial. ..

Sawve Configuration. ..

Clicking the selection leads you to the following dialog box where you set up automated
messages for WriteLog to send when you press a function key associated with the
message. The dialog box looks like this:
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CW/RTTY/SSB Memory Setup
F2- Iﬁ Browse._ __
F3: |gal grz de k3jy —
F4: |%B%Bko9jy
Fo: |3C Cancel
Fa:
F7- Help
F&2: I Hormal keys
ED: {" Shifted keys
F10 |sC SHN (" s5B

F1&Fll: |cqg test de kSjy {" Shifted SSB

This example was for a RTTY contest. Note the special characters showing up within the
lines. For what all the characters mean as well as information on how to set up SSB
messaging, sneak over to the WriteLog Windows 'Automated Messages' page for all the
answers.

CW Decoder Top of Page

The CW Decoder takes six channels around a center frequency and decodes the signals.
Working well on machine sent code (like messages sent from function keys on contest
programs), the window has three settings to adjust. To access the setup, you can open
the window itself and right-click on the program and access the setup that way, or you
can use the Setup menu to access it as well as shown below:
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s=0 o Tools Contest  Window  Help

Ports...
Display format...
W RTTY)956 messages. ..

Decoder, ..

Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..
Log which radio makes the QS0

Reqisker to accept network connections. ..
Link bo Mebwork, .,
Metwork Display Mame, ..

Disconneck Mebwork,

RTTY Single Tx Lockouwk -- Firsk one wins
RTTY Single Tx Lockouk -- Last ane wins

iareat Circle. .

Log ‘Window Fonk, .
Enkry Window Font. .,
Band Surmary. ..
Super Check, Partial, ..

Sawve Configuration. ..

Clicking on the selection produces the following dialog box:

Setup CW Decoder
— Min WM —— -
L Filterz [Hz] :
o j el — ~Hight—— | ™ Mana [1 radia)
j B TG & st 2 radios]
* alereo [adios
LYY — 0B 0B
;‘ B35 B35
40
.jl AER AER
- 435 435 i
™ Display WW/PH 425 425 Cancel

The three settings to adjust are:

1. Minimum and maximum WPM to try and decode. The wider the setting, the greater
use of your computer resources. Don't try this with a 75MHz Pentium. During a
contest, | set mine between 30 and 45 WPM because | have a hard time copying
40 WPM!
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2. The filters. Putting in a value establishes the pitch of the CW signal. Changing
'550' to '450,"' for example, will change the other values that will be decoded on
each of the six channels shown and lower the overall pitch of the decoded signal.
Put in a value that will center the listening frequency to your liking and filters
installed on your radio. | like listening to a lower pitched CW signal, so my normal
value is 425.

3. The mono/stereo setting. This looks like it's for one radio or two, but is a bit
deceiving based upon the sound card you have in your system. If you have two
radios using one sound card, select stereo. If you have one radio, select Mono. If
the window doesn't decode in the Mono setting (mine does not), then select Stereo
even though you only have one radio. It will open a second CW decoder window
and I close the one that isn't decoding anything.

Sort Ordering and Serial Numbers

This option tells WriteLog how to address serial numbers during the contest, if
appropriate. For example, in WPX contests, multi-operator stations are often asked to
provide serial numbers by band rather than as an overall total (because most other
contesting programs duplicate serial numbers in a Multi environment and the sponsors
can't evaluate logs properly...but that's commentary).

Access the dialog box by selecting:
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=00 Tools Contest  Window  Help

Ports. ..

Display Farmat...
CWRTTY)95E messages. ..
i Decoder, ..

Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..
Log which radio makes the Q50

Reqgisker to accept network connections. ..
Link to Metwork.,
Metwork Display Mame, .,

Disconneck MNebwark,

RTTY Singie Tx Lockout -- First one wins
RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- Last one wins

iareat Circle. .

Log Window Fonk. .
Enkry Window Font., ..
Band Summary. ..
Super Check Partial. ..

Sawe Configuration. ..

Which produces the following little dialog box:

050 Sorting and Mu...

-~ Q50 zenal numbers are:

" Separate by band.
£ Separate by B adio

& Total of all bands

— Sort order to uze:
" Alphabetical
" By call area

[ Dupe portables same as not,

OF. Eann::ell __Help |

Most of the time, especially for single operators, the default 'Total of all bands’ will work
just fine. Use 'Separate by Band' if required by the rules regardless of the radio making
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the contact. Use 'Separate by Radio' where the rules require it.

Log which radio makes the QSO

This is a toggle setting, which you can activate by clicking here:

=0 Tools Contest  Window  Help

Ports. ..

Display Farmat. ..

OWRTTY/95E messages. ..

i Decoder, .,

Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..

Log which radio makes the Q50

Reqgisker to accept network connections. ..

RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- Last one wins

iareat Circle. .

Log Window Fonk. ..
Enkry Windoe Font, ..
Band Summary. ..
Super Check Partial. ..

Sawe Configuration. ..

While used mostly in Multi-Op contesting environments, it is also used by SO2R contest
entries. The purpose is to aid in auditing 10-minute and 6-band change per hour rules for
Multi-Ops and to see how effective the second radio was used by SO2R operators.

Networking

Networking is used to connect multiple computers together to share information. Most
often, this is done in a Multi-Op contesting environment. However, RTTY SO2R contesters
will also connect two radios to two different PC's and network the PC's together instead of
connecting two radios to one PC. If you're only using one PC, just skip this step.

There is a longer, more detailed explanation of networking found in the

section of the K9JY website, but if you can see files on other local computers in Window's
Network Neighborhood, you can most likely already network multiple PC's with WriteLog.
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There is a three step process to establish networking:

First, Register to Accept Network Connections.

Tools Contest  Window  Help

Ports. ..

Display Farmat...

W RTTY/S5E messages. ..

W Decoder, .,

Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..
Log which radio makes the G50

Reqisker to accept nebwork connections. ..

RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- Lask one wins

iGreat Circle, .

Log Window Fonk, .
Enkry \Window Font.,,
Band Summary. ..
Super Check Partial. ..

Save Caonfigurakion. .

Clicking will produce the following dialog box where WriteLog retrieves the networking
information from your PC:
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Accept network connections

Enter a letter (A thraugh 2)
distinguishing this station fram all
others being netwarked:

Computer name to be used to cannect to
this station:

Deskiop Ok, Cancel

In our example, 'Desktop’ is the Windows network name for the PC and will show as a
default. You need to put in, one time, the letter designation for the station; in this case
'‘A." Click on OK.

Note: One PC simply needs to register to accept connections and do nothing else. All the
other PC's in the network will connect to it. So in a two PC network, PC ‘A" will now be
done with the networking setup.

Second, Link to the Network.

Once you have registered to accept connections, the other PC's in the network will show
additional options available in the Setup selections as shown below:
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s=p0e® Tools Contest  Window  Help
Ports...

Display format. ..

CWRTTY/956 messages...

i\ Decoder, ..

Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..

Log which radio makes the Q50

Link to Metwork, .
Metwark Display Mame. ..
Disconnect Metwork,

RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- First one wins
RTTY Single Tx Lockouk -- Last one wins

iareat Circle. ..

Log Window Font. ..
Enkry Window Font., ..
Band Surnmary. ..
Super Check, Partial, ..

Sawe Configuration. ..

Note that 'Link to the Network,' 'Network Display Name,"' and 'Disconnect Network' now
become available. Click on 'Link to Network,' which produces the following dialog box:

Connect to WriteLog network

Enter the computer name that is also CIE,
running WriteLog:

Cancel

Already connected to:

Type in the name of computer that you want to connect to (WriteLog will remember it if
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you do this again) and click OK. In our example, if we were on computer A (Desktop)
wanting to connect to computer B (Laptop), you would type in ‘LAPTOP' as the computer
name that is also running WriteLog. If you are already connected, WriteLog will show the
name in the 'Already connected to' box.

Third, type in a 'Network Display Name.'

This is the name that will be shown on the Networking Frequencies window. There are
five available characters to input a name. I'd make it something that makes sense to
everyone on the team like '40M' for forty meters or '2ND' for the second radio in an SO2R
setup. The dialog box looks like this:

Set display for this radio on the net... E|

OE.

40|
Cancel

When you are done with the networking exercise, you should be able to see all the
networked stations in the Networked Frequencies window.

Super Check Partial

The Super Check Partial window defines the 'Master' call sign database to be used during
the contest. If you followed the setup procedure for getting the Master call sign files in
the screen, you already know that WriteLog can use different
Master call signs depending upon the contest. Using my setup as an example, | have a
Master call sign database that just has non-USA stations in the file for use during the DX
contests and another that has just US stations and possessions for the November
Sweepstakes contest. Using the right file really helps in the contest!

To designate the correct file for use, go to the Setup section as shown below:
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=00 Tools Contest  Window  Help

Ports. ..

Display Farmat...

CWRTTY)95E6 messages. ..

i Decoder, ..

Sort ordering and serial numbers, ..
Log which radio makes the Q50

Reqgisker to accept network connections.
Link to Metwork. .

Metwork Display Mame, ..

Disconneck Mekwork,

RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- First one wins
RTTY Single Tx Lockout -- Last one wins

iareat Circle. .

Log Window Fonk. .
Enkry Window Font. ..
Band Summary. ..

Super Check Partial...

Sawe Configuration. ..

Clicking on the Super Check Partial selection yields the following dialog box:

SuperChk Control Properties

General | Fonts I Eu:nlu:nrsl

— Search algonthm - Dita file name
" Match any characters by order
programzhmaster. dta
% Match only consectutive characters
Browze. ..
aFk. Cancel Apply
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Note that WriteLog offers two types of Search algorithms for having the call come into
the Super Check Partial window. After selecting your preference, note the 'Dta file name'
on the right hand side.

Although you can use any .dta filename located anywhere on your PC, if you followed the
convention in the Initial Program Setup section, you would have stored these files in your
Programs subdirectory where WriteLog is located. Clicking on the Browse button provides
you a standard Windows dialog box to help you find a file. Using it to go to my \Ham
\WriteLog\Programs subdirectory provides me the following options:

Lok ir: | 9 Programs _1! = 5 EF-
L—J masterd:x.dta
Recent maskerss.dta
maskerusve.dta
; = rtby.dta
L =
Deszktop

If I were going to do a Sweepstakes contest, | would select the 'masterss.dta’ file and
click on the 'Open’ button. The dialog box closes and you then click on 'OK"' on the Super
Check Control Properties dialog box and you will have selected the proper file for the
contest.

Sound Board Setup

At this point, it is a very good idea to mute all of the sound channels on your PC except
Volume Control. Use your PC-supplied mixer control. For more details, go to

on the K9JY web site.

Next, if you selected Sound Board as your equipment for DVK or want to record the
contest, you will need to set up the sound board parameters and set the levels for
transmitting with the Sound Card. Sound board parameters are found under the 'Tools'
section of the WriteLog tool bar as shown below:
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= Contest Window  Help I

Sound board options. ..
Save dudio Snapshaot

Zonnect to Inkernet Logbaook. .

Mekwark, skakus

Preset Exchange from ADI file...
Recover Window layout, ..

Graphs., ..

L}
T e = === e

Clicking on the selection produces the following dialog box:

WriteLog Sound board setup

W Enable Recording Loop! 0k,
v Echo Microphone By
| Pauge recording loop during 55B W awe it

Recording \w/ah files

| Continuouzly Record &udio to file

v Enable Compression Select Wal File compression...

Several options appear here:

1. Enable Recording Loop. Check this to enable the sound card to send and receive
signals.

2. Echo Microphone. Check this in SSB contests to enable the sound card to send WAV
files from function keys. Using WriteLog in RTTY mode automatically disables this
feature.

3. Pause recording loop during SSB Wave Xmit. If your sound board does not support
simultaneous playback and record (duplex), then you need to check the button on
for SSB operation. If you do an Setup|Save Configuration after setting this button,
then this option will automatically be checked every time WriteLog starts. If you set
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this button off and your sound board doesn't support duplex, then you will get an
error message whenever you try to transmit a WAV file in the SSB mode.

4. Continuously Record Audio to file. Turning on this menu selection causes WriteLog
to record all received audio to disk. It does not stop until your disk is full, so you
have to watch your disk space (I will either write the audio to a CD ROM or delete
the wave files before the next contest). WriteLog automatically turns this selection
off if it fails to be able to write output (that is, if your disk is full). This setting is
saved when you do a Setup|Save Configuration, so if you want WriteLog to
automatically start recording every time WriteLog is started, then check this menu
item and do a Setup|Save Configuration. | turn this option on about five minutes
before the contest starts.

5. Enable Compression. You can set WriteLog’s sound recording to compress the audio
as it is being written to disk. This will make the WAV files smaller (they are about
160MB per hour without compression), but may also limit the ability for Audio
Review to analyze them. You select the type of compression by clicking on the
‘Select WAV File compression' button.

If you haven't done an overall setup of your sound card (turning off system sounds, etc.),
then check that out on the web site and come back to this point.

Now, make sure that the levels of your sound card match the level you want for receiving
and transmitting on your rig. This is a bit of experimentation for each contest and mode
of operation. Basically, move the sliders for the volume control using WriteLog's Sound
Board program. Adjust for both sending and receiving. Make sure your message sending
levels in SSB match your voice sending (power out) with just using the microphone. And
make sure you are not overdriving when using AFSK in RTTY or in PSK. Here's a screen
print for reference:
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2 WriteLog Sound Mixer Level Control E_ [E
Tranzmit 7 I v Heceive zelection
3 play Ic
Cutput Lesel el level ] Line-ln j
J i - = R = " =
- T ol A
i) [t o | B Al |
: : : : = :
Left  Right Left  Right
Radio Radio
v Active | IV Active v ; o
Also see the section on on the web site for more information.

Setting up Sound cards to perform WriteLog functions provides an effective, inexpensive
way to work a variety of contest modes. But setting up the sound card is not as simple as
it looks because of the very diverse capabilities of sound cards, especially considering
that they were not programmed for ham radio, but for other uses on the PC.

Wave File Compression

Wave File Compression is used to minimize the amount of disk space used in recording
the contest on a PC. As noted just above, without compression, the recording uses about
160MB of storage per hour of the contest, quite a bit for a 48 hour contest! So the issue
becomes minimizing the amount of storage while maximizing the audio recorded so that
one can review questionable calls and exchanges after the contest is finished.

Here is what | use for compression - one that fully supports SSB and also CW and RTTY.
It will also allow you to record the entire 48-hour contest on your disk drive and also
allow you to write it to a single CD ROM so that you can preserve the contest while
freeing up your disk space for the next contest.

According to WE9V (thanks, Chad), you should have compression that is a minimum of
twice the bandwidth of the signal (I'm paraphrasing the engineer, here, so please blame
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me if | don't have it exactly correct). The best option, and one that has been highly
successful for me, is to use Windows Media Player (7.1 and up) as the compression
program. This is not standard on your PC, so select ‘Windows Update' from your Start
button and go on the Internet. When you are done with your Windows Update, you will
see the option of downloading Windows Media Player. Go ahead and do so - it will take
some time as it's a pretty big file.

Once downloaded and installed, click on the 'Select WAV File compression' button as
shown above. This will produce the following dialog box (please note that in Windows
2000, Windows NT and XP, that this shows as 'O KB/s' due to how the operating system
rounds the file size):

WriteLog Audio Compression Setup

Mame:

[urtitled] - Savebs. | |
Format; P2 fot
Attributes: A kBitz, 11,025 Hz, Mono 0 kbfzec =

aFk. Cancel

This will not be how yours looks initially. Click on the 'Format' down arrow until you find
MP3 or MPEG Layer-3. This is the option that is now available to you after you installed
Windows Media Player - it would not be there if you had not downloaded and installed the
file. Then click on the 'Attributes' arrow and select the '8 kBit/s, 11,025 Hz, Mono' option.
This is the SSB WAV file compression setting. See the 'Save As' button? Click on it and
save it as 'SSB." This will give you the following dialog box:

WriteLog Audio Compression Setup

Save &z... | Remove |

Format: tF3 =

Attributes: 3 kBit/z. 11,025 Hz, Maono 0 kbfzec =
ak. Cancel
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For CW, do the same thing and save the file as CW. The bandwidth 'Attribute’ changes for
CW, so it will look like this:

WriteLog Audio Compression Setup

Cw ~| [Bavehs]|  Bemowe |

Format; MPEG Layer-3 ol

Attributes: A kBitz/z, 8000 Hz, Mono 0 kbfzec e
Ok | Cancel |

Once you have done the 'Save As' routine for both SSB and CW (use the CW setting for
RTTY and PSK), click on the down arrow under 'name’ and just select the type of
compression needed for your contest of the moment (SSB for an SSB contest, etc.).

This type of compression is very good for both SSB and CW with very near perfect
readability on the playback.

NOTE: if you have two radios using one sound card, you need to select a Stereo Option
for the Attribute. The key ingredient is the 'Hz' selection. For example, a stereo setting
for two radios on CW would still be 8,000 Hz, but would look like:

WriteLog Audio Compression Setup

MName:

S0 ~ [Eekr]  Bemowe |
Format: MP3 ]
Atributes: 16 kBits.'s, 8000 Hz, Stereo 2kb/sec |

oK | Ean::el|

Some caveats:

The only format that preserves the exact sound that was used in real time is PCM 16bit,
11.025KHz stereo. This is the format used when you turn off the 'Enable Compression'
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box.

You may select a monophonic format for the WAV file. WriteLog will continue to run in
stereo for CW and RTTY decoding, SSB transmission, etc., if you choose a mono option,
but the WAV file will have only a single channel of audio and it will be the left and right
stereo channels mixed.

Recover Window Layout

WriteLog allows you to use a window layout from a previous contest. For example, use
the window layout from last year's contest knowing by the end of the contest you had
your layout down cold. To do so, click on 'Recover Window Layout' as shown below:

IGGIER Contest  WWindow  Help I
W Kevboard AlE+K

Sound board options. .
Save fudio Snapshok

Connect to Internet Logbook. .
Disconneck From Inkternet Logbook
Mekwork, skakus

Preset Exchange Fram ADI file. ..

Recover Window lavout, ..

iaraphs...

After clicking, you will receive a standard Windows dialog box as if you were opening a
file. Navigate to the contest file to copy the window layout you desire. Once selected,
click OK and WriteLog will open your file with the new window layout. This must be done
BEFORE saving your new contest file and logging any QSO's.

Preset Exchange From ADI File

WriteLog allows you to use a previous contest log to load in previously worked calls and
exchanges in the current contest. For example, loading in a previous Sweepstakes
contest will cause all of the calls you worked and their exchanges to default into the Log
Window. Your Check Call Partial window will also show the calls from the previous log to
show up front in the list as the feature assumes that they are likely to be in this contest
as well.

In the tools menu, the option is here:
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I8 Contest Window Help

Keyboard Shortouts. ..

Sound board options...
Save Audio Snapshot

Connect to Internet Logbook...

Metwork status
Preset Exchange from ADI file...
Recover Window layout. ..

Graphs...

Selecting this option will provide you a standard Windows dialog box. Navigate to the ADI
file, select it, and you're done.

Note: You must export a standard WriteLog file (a .wl extension) to an ADI file (an .adi
extension). For an explanation of how to do that, click

Parameter Setup

The Parameter Setup box determines how WriteLog scores your log. It varies with every

contest, sometimes with lots of entries and sometimes with none. But you need to check
on this dialog box every time you set up a contest in order to insure your score is correct
as you are looking at it during the contest and submitting your logs after the contest. You
get to the dialog box this way:

Window Help

Shows Multipliers. ..
Recalculate Score

FParameter Setup...

Exchange Format Setup, ..

v Set for Aukomatic Rescoring. ..
i_reate Summary Sheet, ..
_reate Reports...

Zabrilla File. ..

Note: if you change anything in the parameter box during the contest or after, make your
changes to the 'Parameter Setup' and then click on 'Recalculate Score' just above it. This
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will cause WriteLog to run your log again and score it correctly based upon the new
parameters.

This is especially important if you travel for a contest (as in a contest DXpedition) and
then return home with the log file. You need to have the 'Parameter Setup' box correct
for the contest and the location you were at for the contest so that the program scores
correctly. For example, I live in CQ Zone 3, but travel often to M/S contest at K4JA's
place in Zone 5. Coming home, | need to make sure the parameter setup reflects that |
was in Zone 5 for the contest when checking the log so WriteLog scores the contest
correctly.

As | mentioned, the 'Parameter Setup' dialog box changes with every contest. Here is the
dialog box presented for the ARRL Sweepstakes contest:

55 Score sheet

Valid Q50s:
Q50 points:
Sections: 0

ScCore:

Precedence: IU_ Section: |IL

Call: |K9JY Check: |84

0K Cancel \

Here it is for ARRL if I was in Virginia and not in lllinois:
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x]

ARRL DX Score

Valid Q50s:
Q50 points:
Multipliers:

LScore.

State: VA

(4] .4 Cancel \

So for whatever your contest, fill in the needed information and click on OK.

Exchange Format Setup

Every contest module has a default setup for the Entry Window (where you put in the call
and exchange). This default setup varies by contest matching the fields needed for the
exchange. This is where the user can modify the behavior of the cursor in the Entry
window from the default. There are usually two items worth looking at here for each
contest. First, the ability of the cursor to automatically (or not) move to the next field,
such as the default RST field. Second, make sure all the fields you want to be required to
be entered in the log are, in fact, required before you can get to the next contact.

Cursor movement

To check to make sure you have the Entry Window doing what you want, run a call or
two through the window as if you were in the contest (either in a test program or without
hitting Enter to place the call in the log). If the default works for you with the contest, no
need to make changes. If the default isn't working for you (for example, | like to Tab or
Space Bar through all the fields during the contest), then click ‘Contest’ on the toolbar
and select 'Exchange Format Setup.' This will produce the following dialog box:
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Edit 050 Exchange Fields

oetup the attnbutes of the selected (or new) field

Exchange
Flfiileﬂl-«dLSL: Caption:
]
ST = | Ca NER |
RCY I Mumber. Field is numeric
;WH I lower. Allow lower case letters
160 W Brint. Include this field in hardcopy
a0 ™ Prompt. Include in @S0 entry prompt
;3 | Dupe. Type this field with dupe check
15 I Tab Only. Mo auto-tab to following field when full
10 ™ Owerstrike. Owerstrike rather than insert characters
EDUNTHT [ Mo Space character is allowed.
k& — I Required. Field is required for entry in log
PREF | [ RET. Edit this field as an RST report
[y | 5 avE | Ok | Help |

Note, on the left, that each of the fields in the Log and Entry windows are shown. RS is
the RST field (in this case for CQ WW SSB). Check the Help file for the specifics on what
each of the fields mean. For the contest, there are usually only one or two things that |
will check or uncheck, and that relates to how the cursor behaves at the end of a field -
does it automatically move when filled or do I have to hit the space bar or tab key to
make the cursor move.

In this example, if I want to have the cursor move out of the RST field automatically
when it is full (as shown), | need do nothing. If | want the cursor to move out of the field
only if I hit the space bar or the tab key, | would need to check the ‘'Tab Only' box.

Required Fields

See the 'Required: Field is required for entry in the log' above? You should look at this for
each field you want completed in the Entry window before committing the contact to the
log. In the example above, the RST field, according to WriteLog, is NOT required to be
filled in to be entered in the log. If the contest rules require an RST to be provided and
you accidentally erase the RST field for the contact, WriteLog will record the contact
without it and you will be dinged by the contest committee. Based upon WritelLog
Reflector traffic, make sure at least the call and exchange information is, in fact,
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required.

Please note that | am NOT a fan of adding fields or changing much on the default contest
setup beyond how | want the cursor to move and the required fields needed before
logging. There are usually reasons why the exchange is defaulted the way it is, so be
cautious. Exception: the general DX logging 'contest' option should vary depending upon
needs.

RTTY/PSK Setup

The 'Rttyrite’ program is your window into the RTTY and PSK contesting arena. To open
the window, from the toolbar click on 'Window' and check the 'RTTY' window. Clicking on
the 'RTTY' selection opens the RTTY window and a tuning indicator. Place those windows
where you desire. There are three steps.

First, place Rttyrite into the RTTY or PSK mode. On the Rttyrite toolbar, click on ‘Mode'
which will provide the following window:

% 60 WPM Baudot - Rttyrite
File Edit Port BaESEN T bwpe  FSE-Morm!  FSK-Rew! Help
v 45 baud (60 WPM) Baudok
50 baud Baudak
57 baud (75 WPM) Baudot

75 baud {100 WPM) Baudok
110 baud Ascii

BPSK
QPSE LISE
QPSK LSE
i

For most RTTY contests, select '45 baud.' For PSK, select BPSK.

Once you have selected your mode, the second step is to tell WriteLog which port your
Terminal Unit is connected. On the Rttyrite toolbar, click on the 'Port' option shown in the
following window:
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% 60 WPM Baudot - Rttyrite
Mode TUkype FSE-Morm! FSE-Rew! Help

Select the com port location for your Terminal Unit. If your Terminal Unit is a Windows
Sound Board, you would normally select ‘None.' Note, however, that RIGblaster owners
using the sound cards should put the com port associated with the RIGblaster as the Port
in this window.

Also note that your Terminal Unit settings (9600,n,8,1, for example) need to match the
com port settings in WriteLog.ini. If they don't match, your Terminal Unit will not work.

Third, select your Terminal Unit type to match your equipment. From the Rttyrite toolbar,
click on the 'TU type' and then make your selection from the following window:
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FSk-Morm!  FSE-Few!
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As you can see, WriteLog supports many different equipment types. The most common
setting for PSK is 'Stereo Sound Board AFSK.' Using a sound card for RTTY would be
‘Stereo Sound Board AFSK' or 'Stereo Sound Board FSK' for Frequency Shift Keying.

When you click on your TNC type, WriteLog will try and initialize and set up
communications with the unit. If something is not correct, you will get a message saying
that the unit could not initialize. That means something is incorrect in:

. Your Mode selection in Rttyrite

. Your Port selection in Rttyrite

. Your Terminal Unit selection in Rttyrite

. Your Port settings, including speed, stop bits, start bits, and parity in WriteLog.ini
not matching your unit

To narrow the selection of problems down, try and work your (non-sound board)
Terminal Unit with Windows HyperTerminal. If you can work your unit with
HyperTerminal, or your favorite RTTY program, you will have eliminated physical
problems. One of the four items above will not be matching your setup with WriteLog and
that will need changing.

The one catch is that WriteLog does not try and change any settings in your Terminal
Unit as some other programs. HyperTerminal doesn't try and change any settings either,
which is why it is the best program to test your unit. Just be very aware that the speed
settings in WriteLog.ini and your TNC must match.
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Correctly completing these steps will allow you to send and receive RTTY.

Packet Setup

There are two windows that need to be opened in order to effectively use packet. They
are the 'Packet Window' which establishes the external packet connection, and, the
'Packet Spots' window which shows only the call signs defined by the operator.

Packet Window

In order to open the packet window and establish the packet connection, go to the
toolbar and click on '"Window.' Then place a check mark by the 'Packet Window" selection.
Here's how the packet window looks:

= WriteLog Packet Terminal

Help

Local Mebwark. ..
Telnet. ..

Exit

Using a TNC and RF to connect

To establish a connection with a TNC, select the TNC COM port. This COM port should
match the settings and speed of the TNC and the settings for the COM port in the
WriteLog.ini file. If they don't, your packet connection won't work.

Once connected, the packet cluster will prompt you for your callsign and, perhaps, a
password. With the Packet Window in focus, simply start to enter your callsign. A
separate quick window opens for you to type in your information. When you press ‘Enter’
on the keyboard, the window closes and the information you placed in the window is sent
on its way.
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Using a Telnet connection

Clicking on the 'Telnet' selection brings up a new window that looks like this:

Enter IP name or address for Telnet E|

IP Addrezz Part 0k
23

Cancel

Enter the IP name or address for the telnet connection.

Once connected, a prompt will ask you for your call sign and password. With the Packet
Window selected as the main window (in my case, with the title bar of the window in
colors shown above vs. grayed out), simply start to enter your call sign and you will see a
separate quick window open for you to type in your information. When you press 'Enter’
on the keyboard, the window closes and the information you placed in the window is sent
on its way.

Using a local server connection

If your TNC is located on a networked computer (such as in a multi-op situation), you
should select 'Local Network® as your option. This opens the following window:

Metwork machine with the THC

[Laptad Sz

Cancel

Enter the name of the networked machine that has the telnet or RF connection. The
program will now go looking for the packet connection through the network.

Packet Spots Window

The Packet Spots Window is opened from the toolbar using the 'Window" selection and
then checking the 'Packet Spots' selection from the drop down menu. The Packet Spots
window looks like this:
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Place the window where you want it on your screen. During the contest, this window
provides the filtered calls from the Packet Window. The drop down menu associated with
the current 'All Bands' selection offers all the separate bands of the contest as well as a
‘follow me' selection. When you change the band on your radio, the radio control function
automatically switches your packet selection to match your radio.

Checking the 'Mult's Only' box will eliminate new calls available to work and narrow the
focus to only new multipliers to work on the bands you have selected.

The 'In-band Contacts' will only show stations or multipliers that are within the band
parameters you established in 'Edit Sub-bands' which can be found on the main program
options within the Windows 'Start|Programs|WriteLog' location.

The 'Auto Scroll' function forces the most recent spots to be at the top of the screen.
Band Map Setup

The Band Map screen is a separate window in WriteLog that normally is used in
conjunction with packet. Open it from the toolbar under 'Window' and '‘Band Map.' As
packet spots come in and as you work or enter calls into the log, the Band Map highlights
the calls as new mult's, new stations, or dupes. By clicking on a call, WriteLog will move
the radio to the frequency of the Band Map and enter the call into the Entry Window. The
screen, in my configuration, looks like this:
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Calls come up to the right of the center line.

Band Change Window

The Band Change window can be found under the 'Windows' section of the tool bar and is
activated by checking the 'Band Change' option.

The Band Change window has two views: 10-minute and band-changes-per-hour views.
If only one option is available in a contest (e.g., ARRL DX Contest only allows band
changes per hour), the contest module will default to the correct view.

If a contest allows both modes (many of the CQ Contests, for example), both 10-minute
rule and band changes per hour will be available. To change between the views, right
click on the window and select '10-minute rule' or 'band changes per hour.' The '10-
minute rule' window looks like this:
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Band Changes
R . band change Ol

Ml . band change Ol

The top line ('R") corresponds to the radio logging contacts that has been designated as
the 'Run' radio under 'Radio|This window is Run (A) Radio.' The bottom line ("M")
corresponds to the radio logging contacts that has been designated as the "Mult’ radio
under 'Radio]| This window is Mult (B) Radio.' The count down from 10 minutes starts with
the logging of the contact.

This view is of the 'band changes per hour:’

iy . chandges in B0 min: 1]

B . changes in 60 min: 1]

The top line ('A") corresponds to the radio logging contacts that has been designated as
the 'Run (A) radio under '‘Radio|This window is Run (A) Radio.' The bottom line ('B")
corresponds to the radio logging contacts that has been designated as the 'Mult (B)' radio
under '‘Radio|This window is Mult (B) Radio.' The count is of the number of band changes
made from the top of the hour during the hour. The count is reset at the top of the hour.

Suggested Testing

Once you have set up these options for the contest, | suggest that you try and test the
following items, in no particular order:

Sending and receiving packet spots

Seeing all PC's on the network (networked environment)

Network Gab (networked environment)

CW/RTTY/SSB automated message sending (test each function key)
Multi-Operator - change of WAV file messages with changes in Operator
CW Receiving

Recording of contest and playback of the recording

NoOohkwNE

Save Configuration and Save File

As noted in the Initial Program Setup section, you should both save the configuration and
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save the file. Each action saves different parts of the file (some whine about this on the
reflector; perfectly understandable). For example, if you change one of the automated
messages during the contest, saving the configuration won't save the change; only File|
Save will. I've gotten in the habit of saving the configuration and then saving the file just
to be sure since | can't keep track of what is saved when. You should too.

Last update: June 09, 2005
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